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Unnatural Disasters: Case
Studies of Human-Induced
Environmental Catastrophes
Angus M. Gunn
Westport, CT:Greenwood Press, 2004.
143 pp. ISBN: 0-313-31999-5, 
$55 cloth.

This book was written as a sequel to an
earlier volume by the same author on the
impact of natural disasters, The Impact of
Geology on the United States: A Reference
Guide to Benefits and Hazards (Westport,
CT:Greenwood Press, 2001). In this sec-
ond volume, Angus M. Gunn provides

an overview of human-made environmental disasters.
He shows that although technology has given humankind enor-

mous control over the environment, it has also proven to be a threat to
our survival. Gunn categorizes these human-made disasters into a
number of subtypes—for example, mining disasters, dam failures, gov-
ernment actions, industrial explosions, oil spills, nuclear energy cata-
strophes, and terrorism. For each of these types of disaster, the book
contains 26 case examples describing the events that led up to the dis-
aster, the technical details of the event itself, the cleanup it necessi-
tated, and its consequences. Some of the examples described in the
book are famous—for example, the Minimata mercury poisoning in
Japan, the Buffalo Creek dam collapse in West Virginia, and the near
accident at the Three Mile Island nuclear plant in Pennsylvania.
Others have been almost forgotten, such as the deliberately induced
great famine in Ukraine in 1932, which resulted from the massive col-
lectivization of farms ordered by Stalin.

The book is well written and successfully combines factual infor-
mation with good journalism. Gunn professes to stick to the tried-and-
true methods of the hard physical sciences. The consequence of this
choice is that the book makes no reference to the societal and psycho-
logical impacts of disasters. Interestingly, it is exactly some of the case
examples given in the book, such as the Three Mile Island incident,
that have led to the recognition of the importance of these secondary
effects. This omission is especially obvious in the case of terrorist events,
which are precisely intended to cause fear and social discord as much as
physical damage. Readers who are interested in the full picture of the
impact of human-made disasters, including their underlying psycholog-
ical and societal dynamics, should therefore turn to other volumes (e.g.,
Havenaar JM, Cwikel JG, Bromet EJ, eds. Toxic Turmoil: Psychological
and Societal Consequences of Ecological Disasters. New York:Kluwer
Academic, 2002). Another shortcoming of the book is that some of the
medical information cited in the book appears to be incorrect, as pre-
sented in the case of the Chernobyl accident. Without due reference the
author states that this accident caused a steady rise in miscarriages and
birth defects in Belarus and will eventually have generated a death toll
of over 5 million people. Claims such as these are entirely unfounded,
as noted by Bard et al. [Chernobyl, 10 years after: health consequences.
Am J Epidemiol 19:1–18 (1997)].

In summary, Unnatural Disasters is a well-written book containing
a wealth of historical details about some classical environmental disas-
ters, but it is not suitable as a reference for public health purposes.

JOHAN M. HAVENAAR

Johan M. Havenaar, a psychiatrist, is director of the residency training program at
Altrecht Institute for Mental Health Care in Utrecht, the Netherlands. He has
published on the psychological consequences of human-made disasters, especially the
Chernobyl disaster in Ukraine in 1986.
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Biostatistics: A Bayesian Introduction
George G. Woodworth
Hoboken, NJ:John Wiley & Sons, 
2004. 352 pp. ISBN: 0-471-46842-8, $89.95

Biostatistics and Epidemiology: A Primer
for Health and Biomedical Professionals,
3rd ed.
Sylvia Wassertheil-Smoller
New York:Springer-Verlag, 2004. 243 pp. 
ISBN: 0-387-40292-6, $34.95

Burning Season: The Murder of Chico
Mendes and the Fight for the Amazon
Rain Forest
Andrew Revkin
Washington, DC:Island Press/Shearwater Books,
2004. 336 pp. 
ISBN: 1-55963-089-2, $16

Critical Care Toxicology
Jeffrey Brent
Burlington, MA:Elsevier, 2004. 1504 pp. 
ISBN: 0-8151-4387-7, $175

Dead Heat: Globalization and Global
Warming
Tom Athanasiou, Paul Baer
New York:Seven Stories Press, 2004. 176 pp. 
ISBN: 1-58322-477-7, $9.95

Developmental Immunotoxicology
Steven D. Holladay, ed.
Boca Raton, FL:CRC Press, 2004. 416 pp. 
ISBN: 0415284570, $139.95

Earth in Mind—10th Anniversary
Edition On Education, Environment, and
the Human Prospect
David W. Orr
Washington, DC:Island Press, 2004. 224 pp. 
ISBN: 1-55963-495-2, $19.95

Environmental Challenges in the
Mediterranean 2000–2050
Antonio Marquina, ed.
New York:Kluwer Academic Publishers, 2004. 
400 pp. ISBN: 1-4020-1948-3, $72

Environmental Health: Third Edition
Dade W Moeller
Cambridge, MA:Harvard University Press, 2004. 
560 pp. ISBN: 0-674-01494-4, $65

Environmental Toxicology: Biological
and Health Effects of Pollutants, 2nd ed.
Ming-Ho Yu
Boca Raton, FL:CRC Press, 2004. 352 pp. 
ISBN: 1-56670-670-X, $89.95

Environmentalism and the Technologies
of Tomorrow Shaping the Next
Industrial Revolution
Robert Olson, David Rejeski, eds.
Washington, DC:Island Press, 2004. 184 pp. 
ISBN: 1-55963-769-2, $22.50

Hot Spot Pollutants: Pharmaceuticals in
the Environment
Daniel Dietrich, Simon Webb, Thomas Petry,
J. August, Ferid Murad, Daryl Granner
Burlington, MA:Elsevier, 2004. 350 pp. 
ISBN: 0-12-032953-0, $159.95

Immunotoxicology of Drugs and
Chemicals
J. Descotes
Burlington, MA:Elsevier, 2004. 400 pp.
ISBN: 0-444-51093-1, $167.50

Last Refuge: Patriotism, Politics, and the
Environment in an Age of Terror
David W. Orr
Washington, DC:Island Press, 2004. 192 pp. 
ISBN: 1-55963-528-2, $20

Molecular Toxicology Protocols
Phouthone Keohavong, Stephen G Grant
Totowa, NJ:Humana Press, 2004. 550 pp. 
ISBN: 1-58829-084-0, $99.50

Ovarian Toxicology
Patricia B. Hoyer, ed.
Boca Raton, FL:CRC Press, 2004. 256 pp. 
ISBN: 0-4152-8795-2, $139.95

Pioneering Research: A Risk Worth
Taking
Donald W. Braben
Hoboken, NJ:John Wiley & Sons, 
2004. 208 pp. ISBN: 0-471-48852-6, $39.95

Plant Toxicology, 4th ed.
Bertold Hock, Erich F. Elstner
Boca Raton, FL:CRC Press, 2004. 650 pp. 
ISBN: 0-8247-5323-2, $195

Predicting Chemical Toxicity and Fate
Mark T.D. Cronin, David J. Livingstone
Boca Raton, FL:CRC Press, 2004. 472 pp. 
ISBN: 0-4152-7180-0, $99.95

Requiem for Nature
John Terborgh
Washington, DC:Island Press, 2004. 246 pp. 
ISBN: 1-55963-588-6, $15

The Dictionary of Gene Technology:
Genomics, Transcriptomics, Proteomics,
3rd ed.
Günter Kahl
Hoboken, NJ:John Wiley & Sons,  
2004. 1,300 pp. ISBN: 3-527-30765-6, $230

The Empty Ocean
Richard Ellis
Washington, DC:Island Books/Shearwater Books, 
2004. 384 pp. ISBN: 1-55963-637-8, $16

The New Consumers: The Influence of
Affluence on the Environment
Norman Myers, Jennifer Kent
Washington, DC:Island Press, 2004. 192 pp. 
ISBN: 1-55963-997-0, $24
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